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Squirrel saySr 


Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
y~ you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. 

i PANIC! 
If you haven't got yON 1PA 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR rey 
Customer enquiries: 01424 755755! & 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 an 
© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1994 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
Colour origination by Colourscan 
Overseas Pte Ltd 

Printed by Southernprint 
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IN ISSUE 73 Wee? 
TALES OF FARTHING WOOD es’ 
Scarface plans his attack on 

the Farthing Wood animals — 


whose side is Ranger on? DISCOVERING NATURE 
Most people can make a 
ALL ABOUT...Eels sandcastle, but we show 
These strange snake-shaped you one you can eat. 
fish swim in both salt- and 

freshwater during their lives. SECRET WORLD OF... 

A sand dune 

Only a few specialized 
plants can survive in the 
shifting sands here. 


FASCINATING FACTS 
The intrepid Chronicle 
reporters are on the trail 
of some hot news again. 
PUZZLE IT OUT 

GALLERY The Great Shazam saws 
We've a clever Farthing Weasel in half in an 
Wood calendar this week. —_ exciting magic trick. 


CREDITS 

Photographs: Aquila Photographics Ltd (R Glover) AA3(b), (H A Herris) AAI; 
Ardea (London) Ltd (J B & S Bottomley) AA2(b), (Peter Laub) AA3(t); 

Bruce Coleman Ltd (C Zuber) FF2(c); FLPA (J Hawkins) AA2(t); 

Patrick Llewelyn-Davies/Telemagination SW1; OSF Ltd (M Fogden) FF1 ©, 
(Tony Tilford) FF2(r); Zefa (Colin Caket) FF1(n), (T McHugh) FF2(t). 
Illustrations: Terry T Burton PlO1-4; Andy Cooke DN1-3; Dale E Evans 
Cll; Wayne Ford/Wildlife Art Agency AA4; Atholl McDonald HTD1-2; 
Maltings Partnership SW1-3; Clive Spong/Linden Artists FC, AA1, Fy, 


Key: AA = Alll About ...; Cll = Colour it in; DN = Discovering Nature; 
FF = Fascinating Facts; HTD = How to Draw; PIO = Puzzle it out; 


SW = Secret World. 


Whisper wanted her cubs to be born in White 
Deer Park, so she and Bold started the long 
trek home. 


Whisper went to look for a place to shelter. 
As Bold rested, Crow brought him some 
food, but he was too tired to eat it. 
Whisper returned, having found an old 
earth to rest in. 


Rollo looked puzzled, “I’ve got a bone,” he 
said, “if I can remember where I buried it!” 


On the journey it began to snow. “We must 
hurry ... if we want to be there before the 
cubs are born,” urged Whisper. Bold looked 
exhausted, “I must rest, I’m sorry.” 


Healy lll fib Laat 1 
Crow went to tell Rollo how Bold and 
Whisper were getting on and that they 
needed more food. “Haven’t you got 
anything you could carry?” asked Crow. 


As the foxes continued their journey, 
Bold’s legs gave way under him and he 
slumped down, exhausted. “Bold? What’s 
wrong?” asked Whisper. “I can’t ... go any 
further,” he cried. 


“But you must go, for the sake of the cubs,” 
gasped Bold. The tears rolled down 
Whisper’s cheeks as she wondered what 

to do. “You must go,” Bold pleaded. Whisper 
left, reluctantly. 


As Bold rested, he saw two greyhounds 
chase and catch a hare. But as soon as the 
dogs spotted Bold, they dropped the hare 
and made for him. 


Bold tried to escape but he could hardly 
move. As he backed away from the snarling 
dogs, he slipped and landed in a ditch. 


“That was a close shave,” said Crow. “Thank 
your lucky stars. Rollo, go and fetch the 
hare the greyhounds left behind, for Bold 

to eat.” Rollo gave Bold a comforting lick 
and bounded off. 


Just as one of the greyhounds went to bite 
Bold, Rollo and Crow came to the rescue. 
Rollo barked ferociously at the two dogs and 
Crow pecked at their eyes until they ran off. 


RE 


Bold ... are you all right? Can you ever forgive 
me?” “What for?” asked Bold. “For making 
you take me back to your birthplace. I knew 
you didn’t want to go ... I’m sorry. 


New es EO eee 


—_—, 


“Without your help, I would have died long 
ago ... so, perhaps after all there is something 
to be said for the oath. My father was right,” 
sighed Bold. 


“Have you come to threaten me?” asked 
Vixen. “Me?” said the blue fox, “I am no 
common red fox used to brawling.” “I know 
who you are, and your airs and graces don’t 
fool me,” said Vixen. 


Vixen limped back to Fox. “What happened 
to you?” he asked. “I challenged Lady Blue 
for being on Farthing land, and she attacked 
me,” cried Vixen. 


In White Deer Park, Fox and Vixen didn’t know 
Adder was planning revenge against Scarface. 
As Vixen kept watch, Lady Blue appeared. 
“What are you doing on our land?” asked 
Vixen. “What’s it to you?” replied Lady Blue. 


with Vixen. She sprang on Vixen, biting and 
scratching her. Vixen managed to tear Lady 
Blue’s ear. “You've disfigured me,” said Lady 
Blue, yelping with pain. 


“I shouldn’t have avoided the fight with 
Scarface,” said Fox, defiantly. “I’m meant to 
be a great hero — well, it’s time I lived up to 
my reputation.” 


Next week: All for one. 


eee 


6¢Hello there! Recognize me? I'm 
House sparrow and I'm not at all 
shy of humans. Ever since my 
ancestors learnt that 

wherever humans build 

their houses there is always 

a supply of food and 

sheltered spots for nesting, 

we House sparrows have set up 
home close by. You'll find us all 
over the British Isles, around farms, 
villages, towns and cities. We eat 
all sorts of foods, from seeds, buds, 
leaves, shoots and flowers, to the 
left-overs of your meals.99 


During early spring, we males build a 
rather untidy nest in a hole in a building, 
on a ledge, or in a thick shrub like a 
hawthorn bush. Then | perch nearby 
and call out over and over again to 
attract the attention of a female. 
Sometimes, several males will crowd 
round a female, chirping noisily. If we 
get too close, she will peck at us. 


Once | have interested a female in 
my nest, | mate with her and she 
lays between three and six eggs. 
After about 12 days, the chicks 
hatch and we both feed them. 
They are ready to fly in just over 
two weeks. At this stage, they all 
look like their mother. By the time 
they have grown their adult 
feathers, in August or September, 
we parents may well have raised 
two or three more families. 


SWEET BATH 

House sparrows bathe 
regularly in water or dust to 
keep their feathers clean. One 
group took to using the large 
sugar bowl in a canteen where 
workers had their meals. The 
sparrows used to wriggle 
down into the sugar and flick 
the grains all over their bodies 
(and over the table!). 


In winter, we males are a rather 
drab brown all over, but in the 
spring and summer, the top of 

our head is grey. We have a black 
patch under the chin, chestnut 
brown feathers at the neck and a 
brown back streaked with black. 
When we fly, you can see a short 
white stripe across the wings. 
Our females do not have our grey 
crowns or black chin patch. We 
are both about 14.5cm long. 


All About... 


Tree sparrows 


¢6¢Our country cousins, the Tree 
sparrows, are quite shy. They 
live at the edges of woods or in 
gardens with plenty of trees 
where they can nest. They are 
found in most parts of Britain, 
but not in Northern Scotland or 
the centre of Ireland.99 


Tree sparrows are slightly smaller 
than us House sparrows. The 
male and female look alike. Their 
heads are reddish brown, their 
cheeks are white and they have a 
white stripe round the neck. They 
have a small black chin patch and 
a black spot on the cheeks. 


Flocks of Tree sparrows feed and roost 
together all year round, but in late 
summer they gather in extra large groups 
to feed on the grain left behind in the fields 
after harvesting. At this time of year you can 
often see them feeding in the company of 
House sparrows and finches. You can tell the 
Tree sparrows apart from the House sparrows 
by their higher pitched chirps. 


> 


BROWN LOOK-ALIKES 

There are many small brown birds in our 
woods and gardens that look like 
sparrows. Sometimes you can identify 
them by their shape, but you may have to 
listen for their song, or look at the way 


they feed, move or fly to discover which is 
which. Here are four brown, sparrow-like 
birds that you may come across in woods, 
hedges and trees. Check out how they’re 
different from sparrows. 


A The Dunnock is sometimes called a Hedge 
sparrow but, in fact, it does not belong to the 
sparrow family. Can you see its thin, pointed 
beak? Like the Wren, it is an insect eater. It 
spends much of the time hopping along the 


ground searching for insects. It normally builds its 


nest close to the ground in a hedge or bush. 


V You usually see a Spotted 
flycatcher on its own. It 
perches upright on a branch or 
fence and darts out from time to 
time, twisting and turning to 
catch flying insects. It has dark 
streaks on the top of its head 
and breast. Flycatchers arrive 
from Africa in late April and 
depart in September. 


breast. 


P The Tree pipit is a summer visitor 
to Britain. You may well hear it before 
you see it, as it sings its loud song, 
which ends in a ‘seea-seea-seea’ 
sound, high above the trees. It flies 
up steeply and then parachutes down, 
with its wings raised and tail spread 
out, singing as it drops. 


The most likely place 
to spot a Treecreeper 
is on a tree trunk, or on 
its speedy flight from 
the top of one trunk to 
the bottom of another. 
It climbs jerkily up the 
trunk, poking its beak 
into cracks for insects 
and small grubs. Its 
fine beak curves 
downwards and it has 
a white stripe above 
the eye and a white 


Poor old Rollo! His master doesn’t take 
him for walks and he’s got no other dogs 
to play with. He’s really very lonely until 
he meets Bold and Vixen. He shares his 
food with them, but when he tries to 
help them hunt at night, he’s more of a 
hindrance than a help. 
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3 FOR EYE SOCKETS 


DRAW A SHORT CURVE FOR 
THE TOP OF THE COLLAR 


DRAW TWO SMALL 
UPSIDE-DOWN ‘U's INSIDE 


i THE EYE SOCKETS 


ADD A SHORT 
CURVE ON 

EACH SIDE OF 
THE NOSE 


DRAW A CURVE FOR THE 
BOTTOM OF THE COLLAR 


GIVE ROLLO TWO LONG EARS 


FINISH OFF THE EVES 


5 AND EYEBROWS 


SHADE IN 
ROLLO'S 
NOSE 


GIVE ROLLO 
SOME 
WHISKERS 


ROUGH UP 
THE FUR ON 
THE EARS 


FINISH OFF ROLLO’S COLLAR 


A RAILWAY EMBANKMENT 


aN 66Electrified lines and speeding trains that are quite rare elsewhere. 
<—* make railway embankments dangerous _ Birds, insects and small mammals make their — 


places for humans, so they are usually homes here, too, and the well-drained banks 
fenced off. But it is because humans are good places for fox, rabbit and even badger 


\ rarely come near that they are perfect burrows. So next time you go on a trainjourney, \; bas All Sitesi 
AN ! places for us animals to make our look out of the window and’seewhatiyou'can ~~ | 
homes. We soon get used to the\noise. spot. But remember, never explore a railway ese! 


of the trains. Plants abound on railway banks, as line on foot.99 ee 


they can grow here without being picked or __Vixen's-Challénge: how-many.h i ony rBIraS 
trampled on. You may even spot wild-flowerS = can you see round-thé rallway-track?— 
— —— ee i 


You should be able to find 10 birds 
looking for a tasty meal along the 
track and in the nearby fields. 


The Red-backed 
shrike, or ‘butcher 
bird’, used to be a 
regular visitor to railway 
banks overgrown with 
hawthorn or blackthorn 
bushes. But in recent 
years, it has become very 
rare in Britain, with 
possibly only one or two 
pairs of birds still visiting 
this country to breed. 


In summer, you will probably 
spot the pretty Peacock 
butterfly hovering around 
Buddleia bushes. In winter, it 
hibernates indoors, often in 
cellars or attics, coming out on 
warm winter days. 


Buddleia is really a garden 
shrub, but the seeds are carried 
in the wind and it can often be found 
growing wild on railway banks. It is called the 
‘butterfly bush’ because it attracts so many 
butterflies to its scented, purple flowers. 


Adders love to warm 
themselves in the sun, 
and the sun-baked 
stones by the side of 
the track are a perfect 
sunbathing spot. You 
can recognize an 
adder by the dark 


F, zigzag pattern along 
its back and the ‘v’ on 
the back of its head. 
= Primroses and Cowslips have become 
Bladder senna was / quite rare in many places because they 


first planted on railway 

banks to stop the soil from being 
washed away, making the banks 
collapse. It spreads quickly by spraying 
seeds from its exploding seed pods, and 
is now a common rail track plant. 


have been so heavily picked for their pretty 
spring flowers. But they 
flourish on railway banks, 
where they are safe 
from human hands. ag 


a 


Brown rats are a widespread pest, 
who live anywhere they can find 
food and shelter. It is thought P 

that the railways re 
may have helped 
: them to spread, as 
the rats used the train 
tracks as pathways to 
travel from cities 

to farmland. 


Discovering Nature 


GETTING AROUND 


You humans are always in such a hurry, and you’ve 
created so many machines to help you travel at terrific 
speeds. Cars, trains, motorbikes - do you really need all 
of them? Take a leaf out of my book and go by foot. 


Green Cross Code 


Do you remember when my wife and! cross the road. This code for crossing 
had to cross that busy road on the way tothe road safely is for everyone — not just i 
White Deer Park? What a disaster! | hope children, although some grown-ups are 
you behave more sensibly when you pretty hopeless at remembering it. 


_—_— 


u 
D 
) 


\ fy 


a | Stand on the pavement 
; near the kerb. 


Look all around for 
traffic and listen. 
& 


Find a safe place to 
cross, then stop. 


b 


Keep looking and listening 
for traffic while 
you cross. 


When there is no traffic 
near, walk straight 
across the road. —_/, 

yy 


If traffic is coming, 
let it pass. Look all 
around again 


<7 * 
rN 


PELICAN AND PUFFIN CROSSINGS 


wi Lb ANIMAL GROSSING These are pedestrian- (people on foot) controlled 


You won't see many pelicans, puffins or zebras crossings. Press the button on the box. Wait for 
along your local high street, but they're all names the green man to appear on the signal. Then 

of safe places to cross the road. cross quickly and carefully. If the green man 
begins to flash, keep going, but don’t start to 


ZEBRA CROSSING cross the road when he’s flashing. 
You probably know what these are — the black Donatieress Grose with:eare Do not start 
and white stripes across the road. Never just to cross 


step out into one and expect traffic to stop 
for you. Stand with one foot on the crossing 
and wait until the traffic has 
stopped before you cross. 


i Oh a CE oo Oh Ge tk a oe 
= r Gay (1 
. SHAKE A sip | 
CUT-OUT TRAIN To cetajes BOARD GAME 

The young Rabbits are crossing the playing, and a dice. See how quickly 
&> road, and we all know how daft they = you can get across this busy road. 
are. Which Rabbit will be the first to Can you think of some more 

get across? obstacles to put on the blank 

You need two or more counters, | squares in the board to make the 


t ite 
a) Cc © a depending on how many Rabbits are game more difficult? 


Sw LF ee 


Do you ever go train-spotting at your local 

station? Modern trains are streamlined in shape, 
to help them go faster. An old locomotivehasa = Pom m 7 7m RP m mmr ee nm nr He ee ee 
more interesting profile (outline) to draw. 


ag You will need: 
stiff white paper about 


30 x 20cm, scissors, pencil. 


1 Fold a piece 
of paper in half, lengthways. 


CHOKED 


ROAD CLEAR 


. ip oenne« 


<u 


aa 2 Keeping the fold at the top, draw the locomotive’s profile 
on the paper. Draw some faces in the windows. Colour in 

ee the rest of the train with rich colours, 

like greens and reds. 


SPOT AN OWL 
RUN BACK4 


a Unfold the paper a bit, and 
3 Cut the train out, your train will stand up. 


following the lines you've drawn. 


FAST FRU iT it in half. Put one half on a 


Make this racing banana-car. plate for the main body of 
You will need: the car. Cut four thin 

big banana, knife, jelly babies, grape, jam, wheels from the other half 
four jelly sweets, squirty cream. and put them on one side. , 


18 ADULT 
RABBIT 


1 Peel a banana and cut 


2 Cut a slice, 
lengthways, from 
the leftover banana. 
Stick it to the car 
body with jam. 


3 uta jelly baby in half for the 
driver. Cut a ‘U’ shape for the 
driver’s seat and put him in it. 
Use half a grape for the 
: windscreen, and stick 
sp Use more jam to it on with jam. 
g stick the wheels on. Cut two jelly 
baby feet in half to make four hub-caps. ——— 


§ Stick on jelly sweets for headlamps and use 

some squirty cream for the exhaust. Eat the 

racing car quickly, or the bananas will go brown O 
and the cream will go runny. 
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2 e “= i Ds = 
; e if out i a The late stencoranvarso | ~)- 
low in the sky, it made the foxes a 2 
squint as they emerged from the ~ 
TOW RI FOXES darkness of Whisper’s earth. All C v 
the paths through the churchyard { mh 
bY 


As they walked along the “Do you remember?” 
pavement, Whisper and Bold “So it is, | didn’t recognize it,” 
passed some huge iron gates, replied Bold. “It looks different 

behind which was a large garden from the first time | saw it. 


Bold was the new fox in town “I'll show you the sights and the = were very overgrown, and Bold Z-_}full of flowers. “This is the garden “Perhaps that’s because you were 
and he didn’t know his way — quickest routes.” " didn’t know which way to go. where we first met,” said busy looking at me, not the 
CS around. ‘As long as we can catch some w me,” said Whisper. Whisper, fondly. garden!” smiled Whisperw\ 
SCY 


“Let’s go for a walk,” said supper on the way,” said Bold, __ 


2, “This is the best route.” 
Whisper, his new mate. “I’m starving.” (- ‘ 


CHURCHYARD MAZE 
Which route did Whisper and 
Bold take to the gate? 


QT ip 


BUTTERFLY HUNTING 
lidden in the churchyard 
are seven butterflies — 
an you spot them all? 


SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 
Can you see how 
y the garden's 
changed? There 
are nine 
differences 


‘a 
N 
Ne 


Bold was ravenous by this time, 
and his feet were aching from 
pounding the streets. “Can we 
go and hunt now? I’m starving!” 


Bold knew exactly where they 
were going to hunt for their 
supper. “Let’s go to the canal to 
find some juicy rats,” he said. 


See 


Four bricks together: 
6386, 4312, 1672, 
1824, 9287. 


Two bricks together: 
62, 50, 71, 15. 


PADDLEBOAT POWER You'll need a polystyrene tray (meat or 3 Twist the elastic round and 


You wouldn’t put a paddleboat in a canal, fish bought at supermarkets are usually round the paddles until the 
but you could put this one in your bath! put on polystyrene trays), pencil, ruler, elastic is very tight. Keeping the 
Make it from polystyrene so that it floats. elastic band. elastic twisted, put the paddle 


boat in water in a sink or bath. 
Then let go — and watch the 
paddles whizz round! 


@ Trace or measure up the boat on the 
polystyrene using the pattern here. Then cut 
it out, not forgetting the piece in the middle 


2 Cut notches on the legs and paddles. Slot 
io make two ‘legs’. Cut out two paddles in the paddles into each other to make a cross. 
the same way. Put the elastic band round the legs. 


HUDDLING RATS 

A number of rats are huddled 
by the canal-side, hiding from 
the foxes. Can you count how 
many there are? 


6GOcm. 


They worked as a team — Bold lay in wait at one side of 

_ the bridge, while Whisper swam round to the other. As 
the rats ran away from Whisper, they leapt straight into 
Bold’s path. It didn’t take them long to catch more 
than enough rats for their supper and they returned 

home exhausted, and very full! 
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60cm. 


25cm. 
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